July 27, 2000

they have represented their country
and respective sports.

With the example of these modern
day champions in mind, today I am in-
troducing a resolution to honor a simi-
larly outstanding group of athletes
from years ago.

The 1951 University of San Francisco
football team, the Dons, went
undefeated and untied. By almost any
account, the Dons were among the
most gifted college football teams ever.
Ten of the team’s players were drafted
by the NFL. Of these, eight actually
played professionally. Of these, five
played in a least one Pro Bowl. And of
these five, three, Bob St. Clair, Ollie
Matson and Gino Marchetti, were in-
ducted into the Professional Football
Hall of Fame.

But despite the team’s irrefutable
ability and qualifications, the Dons
were not invited to participate in any
post season bowl games. The reason
why the players and coaches were de-
nied this once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity to prove themselves as a team
before a national audience is as simple
as it is tragic. Two of the Dons’ players
Ollie Matson and Burl Toler, were Afri-
can-American.

In 1951, it would have been expected
of a team with the Dons record to com-
pete for the national championship in
the Orange Bowl. When an invitation
to this bowl did not materialize, every-
one knew why. At this time the unwrit-
ten but well understood rule was that
bowl games were strictly off limits to
teams with African American players.

Although the Dons were not invited
to play in the Orange Bowl, they did
receive an invitation to participate in
another bowl game, The only hitch was
that they would have to play without
their two teammates. To their endur-
ing credit, the team did not think
twice about standing by Ollie and Burl
and emphatically rejected the offfer.

Refusing this offer was a heroic act,
but not the only one for this team.
Several members of the squad fought in
WWII and in the Korean War.

Considered perhaps the best player
on the team, Burl Toler suffered an in-
jury during a college All Star game
which prevented him from joining the
NFL as a player. Instead, he went back
to school, received his master’s degree,
became the City of San Francisco’s
first black secondary school principal,
and later the director of services for
the San Francisco Community College
District. He did this while also serving
for 25 years as one of the NFL’s most
respected referees. In fact, Burl Toler
was the NFL’s first black official, a po-
sition offered to him by a fellow class-
mate at USF, former NFL Commis-
sioner Pete Rozelle.

Now almost 50 years later, I hope my
colleagues will agree that it is entirely
appropriate that this truly special col-
lection of athletes receive the national
attention and accolades they once
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earned but were denied. The resolution
I will introduce today calls on the Sen-
ate to recognize the team for its
achievements on the field as well as
the integrity of players and coaches off
it. It also calls on this body to ac-
knowledge that the discriminatory
treatment endured by the Dons and
other teams and individuals at that
time was flatly wrong.

With the Olympics approaching, and
as we celebrate Lance Armstrong and
Tiger Woods for their victories and the
obstacles they and others had to over-
come for them to reach the pinnacle of
their sports, I hope we also make the
effort to honor the 1951 USF Dons—a
team whose combination of talent and
courage we may never see again.

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. I ask unani-
mous consent the resolution and pre-
amble be agreed to en bloc, the motion
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
and any statements relating thereto be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 346

Whereas the 1951 University of San Fran-
cisco Dons football team completed its
championship season with an unblemished
record;

Whereas this closely knit team failed to
receive an invitation to compete in any post-
season Bowl game because two of its players
were African-American;

Whereas the 1951 University of San Fran-
cisco Dons football team courageously and
rightly rejected an offer to play in a Bowl
game without their African-American team-
mates;

Whereas this exceptionally gifted team, for
the most objectionable of reasons, was de-
prived of the opportunity to prove itself be-
fore a national audience;

Whereas ten members of this team were
drafted into the National Football League,
five played in the Pro Bowl and three were
inducted into the Hall of Fame;

Whereas our Nation has made great strides
in overcoming the barriers of oppression, in-
tolerance, and discrimination in order to en-
sure fair and equal treatment for every
American by every American; and

Whereas it is appropriate and fitting to
now offer these athletes the attention and
accolades they earned but were denied:

Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That the
Senate—

(1) applauds the undefeated and untied 1951
University of San Francisco Dons football
team for its determination, commitment and
integrity both on and off the playing field;
and

(2) acknowledges that the treatment en-
dured by this team was wrong and that rec-
ognition for its accomplishments is long
overdue.

346) was

————

VITIATION OF SENATE ACTION—S.
2247 AND H.R. 940

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent the previous
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Senate action on the following bills be
vitiated: S. 2247 and H.R. 940.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. They will be
vitiated.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT FOR EXTENSION FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF NOMINATIONS

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. As in execu-
tive session, I ask unanimous consent a
request which is at the desk for an ex-
tension for the consideration of nomi-
nations by the Governmental Affairs
Committee be agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The request follows:

REQUEST FOR UNANIMOUS CONSENT

The Committee on Governmental Affairs
requests that its deadlines for making deter-
minations on the nominations of Everett
Mosley for Inspector General of the Agency
for International Development, Glen Fine for
Inspector General of the Department of Jus-
tice, and Gordon Heddell for Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Labor be extended
to September 7, 2000 at which time those
nominations shall be discharged from the
Committee.

The Committee on Governmental Affairs
further requests that at such times as it re-
ceives the nomination for Donald Mancuso
for Inspector General of the Department of
Defense that its deadline for making a deter-
mination on the nomination be extended to
September 7, 2000 at which time that nomi-
nation shall be discharged from the Com-
mittee.

——————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—NOMINATIONS

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. As in execu-
tive session, I ask unanimous consent
that all nominations received by the
Senate during the 106th Congress re-
main in status quo notwithstanding
the July 27, 2000, adjournment of the
Senate and the provisions of rule
XXXI, paragraph 6, of the Standing
Rules of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations re-
ported by the Armed Services Com-
mittee: Nos. 660, 661, 662, 664 through
670, and all nominations on the Sec-
retary’s desk.

I further ask unanimous consent that
the nominations be confirmed, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, any statements relating to the
nominations be printed in the RECORD,
and the President be immediately noti-
fied of the Senate’s action.
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